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NMC lowers pass marks to 40% in MBBS
to focus on competency-based learning

Candidates scoring 40% in theory, 60% in practicals will be declared qualified in the subject

PHOTD FOR REPAESEMNTATIDN

D¢ Ha| Vardhan 0SD chairiman,
NIMS Hospital, Moida Interna-
tional University, says, "Medical
students must focus more on ga-
ining comprabiensive knowled-
ge and skills ather than just ar-
trin g bopass exarns, Thiswillen-
murage a deeper undarstan-

ding of the sublects" adds Di
Vardhan, underlining bow the gui-
delines will nprove the guality of
medical education, aligring it with
international standards and acld-
ressing specific challenges (aced
dusng medical Lraining.

MBES students often prefer

practsing just alter completing
their degree to enhance their oli-
nical skills, says Dr Ravl Kant.
“Eveary student who wants to pur-
sue speciallsation will be given
in-depth knowledge about their
subjects durimg the programme, "
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GATE is a prestigious national enfrance examination. Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru is the Organising Institute for
GATE 2024,

The examination dates are February 3, 4, 10, and 11, 2024.

GATE 2024 features a new test paper on Data Science
and Artificial Intelligence. Candidailes can appear in one
or two test papers, The Application Portal is open until

September 29, 2023,
Visil https:ligate2024.jisc.ac.in for details E [=]
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GRADUATE APTITUDE TEST IN ENGINEERING

Organising Institute: Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, Karnataka — 560012
Contact No.: 0802293 2644/3333. Website: https://gate2024.iisc.ac.in

Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering (GATE) is a computer-based test (CBT) and an all-India examination conducted nation-wide jointly by I1Sc and seven [ITs, on
behalf of the National Coordinating Board (GATE), Ministry of Education (MoE), Government of India. Admission to Post-Graduate Programs with MoE and other Govt.
Scholarship/Assistantship at engineering colleges/Institutes in the country are open to those candidates who qualify GATE, subject to fulfilling the admission criteria of the
admitting Institute. The GATE score may also be used by some Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs)/Govt. organisations for their recruitment. GATE 2024 score will be valid
for THREE YEARS from the date of announcement of results. GATE 2024 shall be conducted in selected cities and towns distributed across eight zones in India. GATE
2024 will not be conducted in international centres. Foreign nationals/Indian nationals residing abroad must travel to India to appear for the test.

Eligibility for GATE 2024: A candidate whoiis currently studying in the 3" or higher year of any undergraduate degree program OR has already completed any government
approved degree program in Engineering/Technology/Architecture/Science/Commerce/Arts.

GATE 2024 will be conducted for the following papers: Aerospace Engineering (AE), Agricultural Engineering (AG), Architecture and Planning (AR), Biomedical
Engineering (BM), Biotechnology (BT), Civil Engineering (CE), Chemical Engineering (CH), Computer Science and Information Technology (CS), Chemistry (CY), Data
Science and Artificial Intelligence (DA), Electronics and Communication Engineering (EC), Electrical Engineering (EE), Environmental Science and Engineering (ES),
Ecology and Evolution (EY), Geomatics Engineering (GE),Geology and Geophysics (GG), Instrumentation Engineering (IN), Mathematics (MA), Mechanical Engineering
(ME), Mining Engineering (MN), Metallurgical Engineering (MT), Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering (NM), Petroleum Engineering (PE), Physics (PH), Production
and Industrial Engineering (Pl), Statistics (ST), Textile Engineering and Fibre Science (TF), Engineering Sciences (XE), Humanities and Social Sciences (XH), Life
Sciences (XL).

Two-paper combinations in GATE 2024: A candidate may appear for either ONE or TWO test papers from the approved list of combinations given on the website. The
scheduling of two papers is subject to availability of infrastructure and feasibility constraints. Even if a candidate chooses to appear for TWO test papers, the candidate
should fill ONLY ONE application form. Duplicate applications will be rejected, and thefee paid will not be refunded.

Disclaimer: Qualifying GATE does NOT guarantee admission or scholarship. Admission to any Institute is fully dependent on the admitting institute's criteria for educational
qualification. GATE qualification does not assure a job, as it depends on the recruitment procedure of the employer. GATE committee is NOT liable for any legal obligations
related to admission, scholarship, or a job.

Important Dates for | Opening Date of online registration / appi‘IEation portal August 31, 2023
Application Closing Date of REGULAR online registration / application ‘September 29, 2023
Submission: End of EXTENDED period for online registration / application (with late fee) October 13, 2023
Dates of Examination: | February 3, 4, 10 and 11, 2024. Forenoon and afternoon sessions on each exam day.
Application Fee: The application fee is ¥ 900 for female candidates, SC/ST candidates and PwD candidates with benchmark disability (greater than or
{per test paper) equal to 40%) and T1800 for all other candidates. Additional feeduring the extended period is Z 500. The application fee must be paid
ONLINE. The application fee once paid SHALL NOT BE REFUNDED.
Application Portal: All Candidates must apply and pay the fee ONLINE. E [
o GATE 2024 Website: https://gate2024.iisc.ac.in/ '
GATE 2024 Online Application Processing System (GOAPS): https://goaps.iisc.ac.in/

Contact details of the zonal GATE offices

GATE Office GATE Office ' GATE Office GATE Office
IISc, Bengaluru, Bengaluru - 560012 | IIT Bombay, Powai, Mumbai - 400076 ’ IIT Delhi, Hauz Khas, New Delhi -110016 | IIT Guwahati, Guwahati - 781039
hitps://gate2024.iisc.ac.in https://gate.iitb.ac.in http Hgate iitd.ac.in https:/liitg.ac.in/gate-jam
GATE Office GATE Office GATE Office GATE Office
IIT Kanpur, Kanpur- 208016 IIT Kharagpur, Kharagpur -721302 IIT Madras, Chennai -600036 IIT Roorkee, Roorkee-247667
https://gate.iitk.ac.in https://gate.iitkgp.ac.in http://gate.iitm.ac.in https://gate.iitr.ac.in
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NNMC lowers pass marks to 40% in MIBBS

Candidates scoring 40% in theory, 60% in practicals will be declared qualified in the subject

_Ayushi.Guptal
EHmesgroup. com

he undergraduate
T meadical  education

board under the MNa-
tional Medical Commission
(WMC) hasrecently reduced
the passing marks to 40% in
MBBS subjects.

This amendment was
done under the Competency
Bazed NMedical Education
Regulation (CBME)- 2023
quidelines that are respon-
sible for regulating the curri-

culum, MBBS admission: )

process, and academic ca:

lendar among others, As per

thelatest update, MBBS stu-

dents should obtain 50% ag- =

gregate marks and 60:40
minimum}) or 40:60 [mini-
mum) in university conduc-
ted exams separately in the-
ory and in practical {inclu-
ding clinical and viva voce)
in ordear to pass the subjects.

Dr Somashekhar SP glo-
hal director, Aster Interna-
tonal Institute of Cncolagy,
saya, “The changes have

The changes have
been made due to
the evolving
medical education
standards

been made by the NMC due
to the evolving medical edu-
cation standards, (eedback

PHOTD FOR REPRESENTATION

.............................

frommedicaleducators, and
the changing healthcare
landscape. This formula ty-
pically refers to the weigh-
tage given to theoretical
{written) and practical (cli-
nical) assessments. For ex-
ample, 40% of the assess-
ment may be based on writ-
ten exams and 60% on clini-
calevaluations or vice versa

SEEE =

This approach aims to ensu-
& that students have a well-
rounded skill set."
Lowering the pass per-
centage in the MEES exam
will align the assezsment
criteria with the CBME app-
moach, which focuses on
competency-based evalua-
tion rather than traditional
percentage-based grading,

| e,
b )t

acdds Dr Somashekhar.

The NMC aims toincraa-
se the number of doctors to
manadge the increasing he-
altheare demand.

"Tomaintain the fine ba-
lance in sociaty, this will in-
crease the number of prima-
ry healthcare providers in
villages and smaller cities,
This model is similar to Chi-
na's ‘harefoot doctors,” who
were clinically skilled doc-
tars supporting the people
living in the interiors. This
guideling should help
controlling the number of
quacks operating in the ru-
ral areas, " says Dr RaviEant,
former vice-chancellor, Eing
Gemges Medical Universi-

o hr Luckmow.

The students will focus
more on clinical training du-
ring the degree course, DrRaj
Vardhan, O5D chairman, NI-
IMS Hospital, Noida Interna-
tional Univarsity, says,
“Medical students must fo-
£US more on gaining com-
prehensive knowlaedga and
glills rather than just ai-

ming 1o pass exams. This
will cncourage a deeper -
derstanding of the sub-
jects,” adds Dr Vardhan un-
derlininghow theguidelines
will improve the gquality of
maedical education, aligning
it with International stan-
dards and addressing speci-
fic challenges faced during
medical training.

MBBS students often
prefer practising just after
completing their degrea to
enhance their clinical skills,
the NMC has come up with
the 40:60 and §0:40 formu-
la, saysDrHaviKant,

"Every student who
wanks to pursue specialisa-
tion will be given in-depth
knowledge about their sub-
jects during the program-
me. The NMC's focus here
has shifted from enhancing
students' theoretical con-
cepts to making them clini-
cally skilled doctors who
can serve tha primary he-
althcare as we do not neecd
super speclalists  every-
whara ™ he adds,

ISRO’s women leading the way

Women helming the recent space missions, Chandrayaan-3 and Aditya-L1, continue to be an inspiration for girls interested in
space technology in years to come. We take a lIook at the qualifications, grit and determination of those who touched the stars

opularly mown as a
P'Rucket Woman® of

India, Ritu EKaridhal
Srivastava played a key
role in India’s Mars Orbit-
er Mission. As the mis-
sion director of Chan-
drayaan-2 and head of
Chandrayaan-3 mission,
Ritu has carved a path for
women in space research
and technology. Srivasta-
va joined the ISRO in
1997 after earning a mas-
ter's [Aeraspace Engl-

Ritu Karidhal
Srivastava

Senior scientit,

of Chardrayaan-3
misson

| quaLIFicATION PRV
(herospace Engineedng) from IS¢,
Bangaloee; MSC PHysics), Lucknow
University

naeringy from 11S¢, Ban-
galore, A Lucknow Usni-

Nigar Shaji

| DESIGHATION

Project airactor
of Aditya-L1

qQuALIFICATIon [T

{Electronics and
Communication), BIT, Rarchi

She iz the project direc-
tor of Indias first mis-
sion to study the Sun,
Acitya-L1. The 59-year-ald
socientist is a native of
Shengaottal in Tamil Na-
du’s Tenkasy

Barn toa farmar, Shatkh

Manacgement. She has qiv-
en distinguished contribu-
tions to the Indian Remote
Sensing. communication
and interplanetary satel-
lite programmes. Shaji
earned BTech in Electron-
ics and Communication
from Tirunelveli Govern-
ment Engineering Col-
lege. She later pursued
her master's in the same
from BIT, Mesra,
Ranchi. In 1987, Shaiji
started her journey with
the ISA0 when she jolned
the Satish
Dhawan

vergsity product, Srivasta-
va pursued a BSc and
MSc in Physics. Srivasta-
va, 8 research scholar at
Lucknow University, was
conferred honoris causa
{an honorary doctoraie)
DSc by the varsity in
2019, She has published
ovar 20 papers in jour-
nals. The movie Mission
Mangal illustrated her life
on the big screen.

Kalpana
Kalahasti

| DESIGNATION |
Deputy project
girector of
Chandrayazn-3

LRI ATech (eronatrtical
Enginearing, IT Kharagpur

he deputy project di-
Trectm of Chan-

drayaan-3, she has
been the second-in-com-
mand to the mission after
project director P Veera-
muthuvel. Born in Bengalu-
ru, Kalahasti gradoated in
Apronautical Enginearing
from IT Kharagpur and
joined the ISEO in 2000, Her
career began as a Eadar En-
gineer at the Satish Dhawan

Space Cenire, where she
devoted extra attention to
the intricate details of the
project and made it ran even
during the pandemic. Kala-
hasti's achievements have
earned her sevaral recogni-
tions, including the [SREO
Team Excellence Award in
2019. Kalahasti was previ-
ously associated with the
second lunar mission and
the Mangalyaan mission.
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Q NMC issues clarification on fake permission
letter issued to Andhra medical college
The Mational Medical Commission (NMCZ) has clarified about
afake letterthat was issued to GEL Medical College, Rajah-
mundry in Andhra Pradesh. The letter was issued for in-
crease of MD seats under the name of Medical Assessment
and Rating Board (MARRB). The NMC said that the letteris
forged/fake and cannot be considered as valid permission
fromi the MARE. The fake letter released on March 24, 2023,
read that the application of college under NTR University of
Health Sciences has been approved for the academic year
2023-24. " Appropriate action is being taken in the matter in
accordance withthelaw,” the WMC said. Recently, the NMC
clarified that fake permission letters were 1ssued to Mes-
nakshi Medical College, Eanchipuram and Santhiram Med-
ical College, Kurnool for renewal of MEBS courses,
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NNMC lowers pass marks in MBBS to push competency-based learning

_Ayushi.Guptal
@MesroLR.com

heundergraduate me-

I dical education board
under the National
Medical Commission (NRC)
has recently reduced the pas-
sing marks to 40% in MBBES
subjects. This amendment
was done under the Compe-
tency Based Madical Educa-
tion Regulation
2023 guidelines that are re-
sponsible for regulating the

curriculum, MBES admission

process, and academiccalen-
dar among others.

As per the latest update,
MEES students should obta-
in 50% aggregate marks and
B60:40 [minimum) or 40:60
(minimum} in university con-

(CBME).

ducted exams separately in
theary and in practical {inclu-
ding elinical and viva voca) in
order topass the subjects.

Dr Somashakhar S, glo-
baldirector, Aster Internatio-
nal Institute of Oncology, sa-
ys, “The changes have been
made by the NMC due to the

evolving medical education
standards, feedback from
medical educators, and the
changing healthcare landsca-
pe. This formula typically re-
fars to the weightage given to
theoretical (written) and prac-
tical (clinical) assessments.
For example, 40% of the as-

;
£
B

sessment may be based on
written exams and 60% on cli-
nical evaluations ar vice ver-
sa, This approach aims to an-
sure that students have a
well-rounded skill set. "

Lowering the pass per-
centage in the MBES exam
will align the assessment cri-
teria with the CBME appro-
ach, which focuses on com-
petency-based evaluation
rather than traditional per-
centage-based grading,
adds Dr Somashekhar.

NMC aims toincrease the
number of doctors to manage
theincreasing healtheare de-
mand. "To maintain the fine
balance in society, this will
increase the number of pri-
mary healthcare providers in
villages and smaller cities.

This model is similar to Chi-
na’s ‘barefoot doctors,” who
ware clinically skilled doctors
supporting the people living
inthe intariors. This quidaline
should help in controfling the
number of quacks operating
intheruralareas," says DrHa-
vi Kant, former vice-chancel-
lor, King George's Medical
University, Lucknow.

The students will focus
more on clinical training du-
ring the degree course, Dr Baj
Vardhan, OSD chairman, NI-
IMS Hospital, Noida Interna-
tional Univarsity, says, " Medi-
cal students must focus more
on gaining comprehensive
knowledge and skills rather
than just aiming to pass ex-
ams. This willencourage a de-
eper undersitanding of the

subjects.” adds Dr Vardhan,
underlining how the guideli-
nes will improve the quality of
medical education, aligning
it with international stan-
dards and addressing spaci-
fic challenges faced during
medical training.

MEBS students often
prefer practising just after
completing their degree to
enhance their clinical
skills, NMC has come up
with the 40:60 and 60:40
formula, says Dr RaviEant.
"Every student who wants
to pursue specialisation
will be given in-depth
knowledge about their
subjects during the pro-
gramme. NMC'sfocus here
has shifted from enhan-
cing students’ thecretical

concepts to making them
clintcally
who can serve the primary

skillad doctors

GRADUATE APTITUDE TEST IN ENGINEERING

(GATE) 2024

Organising Institute: 11Sc, Bengaluru

healtheare as we do not ne-
ed super specialists every-
where," headds,

GATE is a prestigious national entrance examination. Indian
Institute of Science, Bengalury is the Organising Instituta for
GATE 2024,
The examination dates are February 3, 4,10, and 11, 2024.
GATE 2024 features a new last paper on Data Science
and Astificial Intelligence. Candidates can appear in one
or two test papers. The Application Portal is open wntil
September 29, 2023,
Visit https:/igate2024.lisc.ac.In for detalls
{or scan the QR code).

Organising Chairperson,
GATE 2024, llSc, Bengaluru
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NMC lowers passing marks to 40% in MIBBS
to focus on competency-based learning

Any candidates scoring 40% in theory and 60% in practicals will be declared gualified in the subject

Ayushi.Guptal
EMESGIOUR. COm

he undergraduate

medical education

board under the Na-
tional Medical Commission
(NMC) has recently shrunk
the passing marks to 40% in
MBES  subjects.  This
amendment was done un-
dar the Competency Basad
Medical Education Regula-
tion (CBME)- 2023 guideli-
nas which is rosponsible for
requlating the curriculum,
MBBS admission process,

and academic calendar
among others.
Agper the latest update,

MBES students should ob-
tain 50% aggregate marks
and 60:40 (minimum) or
40:60 (minimum) in univer-
sity conducted exams sepa-
rately in theory and in prac-
tical (including clinical and
viva voce) in order to pass
the subjects.

Dr Somashekhar SP, glo-
bal director, Aster Interna-
tional Institute of Oncology,
gays, "The changes have
baen made by the National
Medical Commission dueto
the changing medical edu-
cation standards, feedback
from medical educators,
and the avalving healtheare
landscapa.” This formula
typically rafars to the we-
ightage given to thearetical
{written) and practical {oli-
nical) assessmeants. For ex-
ample, 40% of the assoags-
ment may be basad on wrat

[

versa. This approach aims
to ensure that students have
awell-rounded skill sets.”

Lowering the passing
percentage in the MBES ex-
am will align the assess-
ment criteria with the
CBME approach, which fo-
cuses on competency-ba-
sed evaluation rather than
traditional percentage-ba-
sed grading, adds Dr
somashekhar.

NMC aims to increase
the number of doctors to
manage the increasing he-
althcaredemand, " Tomain-
tain the fine balance in the
gociety, this will increase
the number af primary he-
althcare providers inthe vil-
lages and smaller citles,
This model is similar to Chi-
na's ‘barafoot doctors’ who
were clinical-
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the interiors. This quideline
should help in controlling the
number of quacks operating
inthe ruralareas,” saysDrHa-

vi Kant, former vice-chancel-
lor, King George's Medical
University, Lucknow.

The students will focus
maore on clinical training du-
ring the degree course, Dr
Raj Vardhan, OSD chair-
man, NIIMS Hospital, Noida
International  Universily,
gsays. “Medical students
milst focus mare on galning
comprahensive knowledge
andakills rather thanjust ai-
ming to pass exams. This
will encourage a deaper un-
derstanding of the sub-
jects,” adds DrVardhan, un-
derlining how the guideline
will improve the quality of
medical education, aligning
them with international
standards and addressing
specific challenges faced

during medical training.
MBBES students often
prefer practising just after
completing their degree to
anhance their clinical skills,
hencathe NMC hascomeup
with the 40:60 and &0:40
formula, says Dr Ravi Kant,
“Bvary student who wants
to pursue specialisation will
be given in-depth knowled-
ge about their subjects du-
rineg the programme. NMC's
focus here has shifted from
anhancing students' theora-
tical concepts to making
them clinically skilled doc-
tors who can serve the pri
maryhealthcare azwedonot
need super specialists eve-
rywhere, " adding Kant.
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